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Question – 1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                   Be not deceived : if I have veil’d my look,                                                      

                   I turn the trouble of my countenance                                                                   

                   Merely upon myself. Vexed I am                                                                 

                   Of late, with passions of some difference,                                                           

                   Conceptions only proper to myself,                                                                 

                   Which give some soil perhaps to my behaviors;                                            

                    But let not therefore my good friends be grieved …                                          

                    Among which number, Cassius , be you one----                                 

                    Nor construe any further my neglect,                                                                     

                    Than that poor Brutus, with himself at war,                                                         

                    Forget the shows of love to other men.                                                                       

                                                          [Act I Sc II]                                                                  

(i) What reason does Brutus give to Cassius about his indifference to him ? 

(ii) Why does Brutus not accompany Caesar and the procession to games ? What is his state of mind ? 

(iii) Explain : ‘passion of some difference’.                                                                           

Question – 2. Read the extract given below and answer the question that follow : 

                     Now could I, Casca, name to thee a man                                                    

                     Most like this dreadful night,                                                       

                     That thunders, lightens, opens graves, and roars                                      

                      As doth the lion in the Capitol.                                                          

                      A man no mightier than thyself or me                                                         

                      In personal action, yet prodigious grown                                                          

                      And fearful as these strange eruptions are.                                                            

(i) Who speaks these lines and to whom are these lines addressed ? Where do the persons engaged in conversation meet ? What are they discussing ? 

(ii) What does Cassius want to convey when he says that Caesar has grown  ‘prodigious’ and ‘fearful’ ? 

Question – 3. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :   

                     O Cicero !                                                                                                         

                      I have seen tempests, when the scolding winds 

                      Have rived the knotty oaks, and I have seen  

                      The ambitious ocean swell and rage and foam,                          

                      To be exalted with the threatening clouds : 

                       But never till to-night, never till now, 

                       Did I go through a tempest dropping fire. 

                       Either there is a civil strife in heaven,      

                       Or else the world, too saucy with the gods, 

                       Incenses them to send destruction.   

                                                            (Act I Sc III)                                        

(i) Who speaks these lines ? What does the speaker tell Cicero ? 

(ii) What unnatural occurrences did Casca witness during the stormy night ? 

(iii) How does Cassius react to the stormy night ?                                   

Question – 4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

(i) How does Portia convince Brutus that she can keep her husband’s secret ?          

Question – 5. Read the extract given below and answer the question that follow : 

                          O mighty Caesar ! dost thou lie so low ? 

                          Are all they conquests, glories, triumphs, spoils, 

                          Shrunk to this little measure ? Fare thee will. 

                          I know not, gentlemen, what you intend, 

                          Who else must be let blood, who else is rank : 

                          If I myself, there is no hour so fit 

                          As Caesar’s death hour, nor no instrument 

                         Of half than worth as those your swords, made rich  

                         With the most noble blood of all this world.   

(i) Who speaks these lines ? Where is the speaker at this time ? With what purpose has he come here ? 

(ii) Earlier, in the scene, what message does Antony send to the conspirators through his servant ? Is the message sincere ?  

(iii) What does Antony tell the conspirators ? What are his real intentions ? 

(iv) How does Brutus react to Antony’s address to the conspirators ? 

(v) Explain : “O mighty Caesar ! dost thou lie so low ?                          

     Are all thy conquests, glories, triumphs, spoils, 

     Shrunk to this little measure ?”                                                                                     

Question – 5. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

Antony : Villains, you did not so, when your vile daggers  

                Hack’ one another in the sides of Caesar :                                            

                You show’d your teeth like apes, and fawn’d like hounds, 

                 And bow’d like bondmen, kissing Caesar’s feet;        

                Whilst damned Casca, like a cur, behind 

                Struck Caesar on the neck. O you flatters ! 

Cassius : Flatters ! Now, Brutus, thank yourself :  

               This tongue had not offered so today,        

                If Cassius might have ruled.                                     

                                      (Act V, Sc I)                                                         

(i) What was Cassius’ suggestion to Brutus ?  

Question – 6. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                   This was the noblest Roman of them all : 

                   All the conspirators save only he 

                   Did that they did in envy of great Caesar; 

                   He only, in a general honest thought 

                   And common good to all, made one of them. 

                   His life was gentle, and the elements 

                   So mix’d in him that Nature might stand up 

                    And say to all the world ‘This was a man!’  

                                          (Act V SC V)                

(i) How do Antony and Octavius react when they come to know about Brutus’ death ? 

(ii) What type of burial does Octavius want to give Brutus ?                                                       

                                       WHISPERS OF IMMORTALITY                                                 

Question – 1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                    I bring fresh showers for the thirsting flowers, 

                                From the seas and streams;       

                    I bear light shade for the leaves when laid                   

                                In their noonday dreams. 

                   From my wings are shaken the dews that waken 

                                 The sweet buds every one,    

                   When rocked to rest on their mother’s breast, 

                                  As she dances about the sun.

                   I wield the flail of the lashing hail,                                  

                                   And whiten the green plains under,  

                   And then again I dissolve it in rain,            

                                   And laugh as I pass in thunder.                                     

(i) Who is the speaker ? What functions are performed by the speaker ? 

(ii) Explain : ‘thirsting flowers’ and ‘noonday dreams’. 

(iii) Shelley personifies various objects of nature. Give two examples of personification. (iv) Who is the mother here ? How does she make her baby sleep ?                                    

**Question – 2. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :                 

                       I am the daughter of the Earth and Water, 

                                  And the nursling of the Sky;                 

                       I pass through the pores of the ocean and shores ; 

                                  I change, but I cannot die. 

                      For after the rain when with never a stain 

                                  The pavilion of Heaven is bare,  

                      And the winds and sunbeams with their convex gleams 

                                   Build up the blue dome of air,  

                      I silently laugh at my own cenotaph, 

                                    And out of the caverns of rain,  

                      Like a child from the womb, like a ghost from the tomb,         

                                    I arise, and unbuild it again.                                             

(i) How is the cloud the daughter of earth and water ? Explain. 

(ii) Explain : ‘the nursling of the sky.’ 

(iii) How does the cloud prove that it is perennial ? 

(iv) What happens after the rain ? 

(v) Earlier in the stanza, how does the poet compare the cloud to a victorious king ? 

Question – 3. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       It is taken much time to kill a tree, 

                                  Not a simple jab of the knife 

                       Will do it. It has grown 

                                   Slowly consuming the earth, 

                       Rising out of it, feeding 

                                    Upon its crust, absorbing 

                       Years of sunlight, air, water, 

                                     And out of its leperous hide 

                      Sprouting leaves.                                                                                      

(i) Why won’t a simple jab of the knife kill a tree ? 

(ii) What does the tree absorb to become a full-fledged tree ? 

(iii) How has the tree grown ? 

(iv) In the next stanza, the poet says ‘so hack and chop/But this alone won’t do it’. What does the poet mean by this ? 

(v) Explain : ‘And out of its leperous hide sprouting leaves’.                    

Question – 4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :  

                      No,                                                                                                       

                      The root is to be pulled out –                                                         

                      Out of the anchoring earth ; 

                      It is to be roped, tied,                                                           

                      And pulled out – snapped out       

                      Or pulled out entirely,                                 

                      Out from the earth-cave,                                   

                      And the strength of the tree exposed 

                      The source, white and wet,                                  

                      The most sensitive, hidden                                              

                       For years inside the earth.                            

(i) Explain the word ‘No’. What does the poet want to covey ? 

(ii) Explain : ‘the anchoring earth.’ 

(iii) How should the tree be pulled out ?  

(iv) How does the strength of the tree expose the strength of the source ? 

(v) What does the poet mean when he says ‘And then it is done’ at the end of the poem ? 

Question – 5. Red the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :              

                      Life is real ! Life is earnest ! 

                                         And the grave is not its goal; 

                     “Dust thou art, to dust returnest,”  

                                          Was not spoken of the soul. 

                       Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 

                                          Is our destined end or way; 

                      But to act, that each to-morrow 

                                          Finds us farther than to-day. 

(i) What does the poet say about ‘Life’ ? Explain.

(ii) Explain : ‘Dust thou art, to dust returnest’. 

(iii) Explain the role of enjoyment and sorrow in life. 

(iv) What should be our goal in fife ? 

(v) What does the poet say about ‘life’ in the previous stanza ? 

Question – 6. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :  

                       Trust no future, howe’er pleasant ! 

                                    Let the dead past bury its dead ! 

                       Act – act in the living Present !  

                                    Heart within, and God o’erhead ! 

                     Lives of great men all remind us 

                                    We can make our lives sublime, 

                     And, departing, leave behind us 

                                     Footprints on the sands of time –                

(i) How does the poet want us to act in life ? 

(ii) How should we act in the present ? 

(iii) What do lives of great men teach us ? 

(iv) Explain : ‘footprints on the sands of time.’ 

(v) What message does the poet give at the end of the poem ?                                           

Question – 7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       Lives of great men all remind us 

                                   We can make our lives sublime, 

                       And, departing, leave behind us 

                                     Footprints on the sands of time. 

                       Footprints, that perhaps another, 

                                      Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 

                       A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

                                       Seeing, shall take heart again.                                           

(i) What do the lives of great men teach us ? 

(ii) Explain : ‘footprints on the sands of time’. 

(iii) Explain the meaning of ‘sublime’ and ‘departing’. 

(iv) Explain : “A forlorn and shipwrecked brother seeing, shall take heart again.” 

(v) What message does the poet give us ? 

Question – 7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       Stern Daughter of the Voice of God ! 

                                O Duty ! if that name thou love 

                      Who art a light to guide, a rod 

                                 To check the erring, and reprove; 

                      Thou, who art victory and law 

                                   When empty terrors overawe; 

                      From vein temptation dost set free; 

                                    And calm’st the weary strife of frail humanity !                     

(i) Who is the Stern Daughter ? In what way is she the voice God ? 

(ii) How does Duty act as a light to guide ?  

(iii) Why has Duty been called ‘a rod to check the erring’ ? 

(iv) What are the characteristics of Duty as referred to in this extract ? 

(v) Explain : ‘Calm’st the weary strife of frail humanity.’ 

Question – 8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :   

                       To humbler functions, awful Power ! 

                                      I call thee : I myself commend 

                        Unto thy guidance from this hour; 

                                      Oh, let my weakness have an end ! 

                       Give unto me, made lowly wise, 

                                      The spirit of self-sacrifice ; 

                       The confidence of reason give; 

                                      And in the light of Truth thy Bondman let me live ! 

(i) What lofty functions did Duty perform in the previous stanza ? 

(ii) What prayer does the poet make to Duty ? 

(iii) Explain : ‘Give unto me, made lowly wise, the spirit of self-sacrifice’. 

(iv) Why does the poet call himself a ‘Bondman’ ? Explain.  

(v) Give the names of the poem and the poet.                                                        

Question – 9. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       ‘Give me to drink each joy and pain 

                                   Which Thine eternal hand can mete, 

                         For my insatiate soul would drain 

                                   Earth’s utmost bitter, utmost sweet. 

                         ‘Spare me no bliss, no pang of strife, 

                                   Withhold no gift of grief, I crave, 

                           The intricate lore of love and life 

                                    And mystic knowledge of the grave.’ 

(i) What is the wish of the speaker ? 

(ii) Why is the soul of the speaker ‘insatiate’ ? 

(iii) Explain : ‘Withhold no gift of grief’. 

(iv) Explain : “The intricate lore of love and life and mystic knowledge of the grave.” 

(v) How does the Lord reveal the mystery of life and death to the poetess at the end of the poem ?                                                                                                                                        

Question – 10. read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                           Lord, thou didst answer stern and low; 

                                           ‘Child, I will hearken to thy prayer, 

                           And thy unconquered soul shall know 

                                             All passionate rapture and despair, 

                          Thou shalt drink deep of joy and fame, 

                                              And love shall burn thee like a fire, 

                           And pain shall cleanse thee like a flame, 

                                              To purge the dross from the desire. 

(i) How did the Lord give the answer to the questioner ? Explain. 

(ii) What does the poet mean by the ‘unconquered soul’ ? 

(iii) Explain : ‘Thou shalt drink deep of joy and fame’. 

(iv) How will the child’s soul be freed from the impurities ? 

(v) What will the soul yearn for after it has experienced love, fame and pain in life ? 

Question – 11. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                            Here, your earth-born souls still speak 

                             To mortals, of their little week; 

                             Of their sorrows and delights; 

                            Of their passions and their spites; 

                            Of their glory and their shame; 

                            What doth strengthen  and what maim:–       

                             Thus ye teach us, every day, 

                             Wisdom, though fled far away. 

(i) What do the earth-born souls teach us ? 

(ii) What are the earth-born soul ? 

(iii) How do the dead poets speak to mortals ? 

(iv) What do they teach about the span of human life ? 

(v) Explain : “Thus ye teach us, everyday wisdom, though fled away.” 

Question – 12. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :  

                        My long two-pointed ladder’s sticking through a tree              

                      Towards heaven still,                                                                           

                      And there’s a barrel that I didn’t fill                                                      

                      Beside it, and there may be two or three 

                      Apples I didn’t pick upon some bough. 

                      And I am done with apple-picking now 

                      Essence of winter sleep is on the night, 

                      The scent of apples; I am drowsing off. 

(i) Explain : “My long two-pointed ladder’s sticking through a tree                                      

                              Towards heaven still”.                                                           

Question – 13. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         Magnified apples appear and disappear 

                         Stem end and blossom end, 

                         And every fleck of russet showing clear. 

                         My instep arch not only keeps the ache, 

                         It keeps the pressure of a ladder-round. 

                         I feel the ladder sway as the boughs bend. 

                         And I keep hearing from the cellar bin 

                         The rumbling sound 

                         Of load on load of apples coming in.                                                          

 (i) Explain : “I feel the ladder sway as the boughs bend”.  

 (ii) What rumbling sound does the apple-picker keep on hearing ? 

 (iii) Why does the narrator say that he had too much of apple-picking in the     lines that follow ?                                                                                                                           

Question – 14. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         For all                                                   

                         That struck the earth, 

                         No matter if not bruised or spiked with stubble, 

                         Went surely to the cider-apple heap             

                         As of no worth.                

                         One can see what will trouble 

                         This sleep of mine, whatever sleep it is. 

                         Were he not gone ,                                              

                         The woodchuck could say whether it’s like his 

                         Long sleep, as I describe its coming on, 

                         Or just some human sleep.                                                                    

(i) What type of sleep does the apple-picker talk about ? 

(ii) Explain : “The woodchuck could say whether it’s like his  

                        Long sleep.”                                                                           

**Question – 15. Read the extract given below and answer the question that follow : 

                             I ask thee, ‘Give me immortality’.                 

                             Then didst thou grant mine asking me with a smile, 

                             Like wealthy men who care not how they give. 

                             But thy strong Hours indignant work’d their wills, 

                             And beat me down and marr’d and wasted me, 

                             And tho’ they could not end me, left me maim’d 

                             To dwell in presence of immortal youth, 

                           Immortal age beside immortal youth, 

                           And all I was in ashes.                                                          

(i) Who is the speaker ? What did the speaker ask for ? Who granted and how ? 

(ii) What is the figure of speech used in the third line ? Explain. 

(iii) Who worked against Tithonus ? What harm came to him ? 

(iv) What does Tithonus convey by saying ‘And all I was in ashes’ ? 

(v) What appeal does Tithonus make to Aurora in the lines that follow ? 

Question – 16. Read the extract given below and answer the question that follow : 

                        Lo! Ever thus thou growest beautiful                                      

                        In silence, then before thine answer given 

                        Departest, and thy tears are on my cheek. 

                        Why will thou ever scare me with thy tears, 

                        And make me tremble lest a saying learnt, 

                        In days far-off, on that dark earth, be true ? 

                        ‘The Gods themselves cannot recall their gifts.’ 

(i) How does he recall his youth in the lines that follow ? 

Question – 17. read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                        King Canute was weary-hearted; he had reigned for years a score, 

                        Batting, struggling, pushing, fighting, killing much and robbing more; 

                        And he thought upon his actions, walking by the wind sea-shore. 

                        ‘Twixt the chancellor and bishop walked the king with steps sedate, 

                         Chamberlains and grooms came after, silversticks and goldsticks great, 

                        Chaplains, aides-de-camp, and pages, all the officers of state. 

(i) Why was king Canute weary-hearted ? 

(ii) What was the king Canute doing while thinking ? 

(iii) Describe the mood of the king on that day. 

(iv) Who followed the king ? 

(v) Explain : “Twixt the chancellor and bishop walked the king with steps sedate,” 

Question – 18. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         ‘Leading on my fierce companions,’ cried he, ‘over storm and brine. 

                          I have fought and I have conquered! Where was glory like to mine ?’ 

                          Loudly all the courtiers echoed : ‘Where is glory like to thine ?’ 

                          ‘What avail me all my kingdoms ? Weary am I now and old; 

                           Those fair sons I have begotten, long to see me dead and cold 

                           Would I were, and quiet buried underneath the silent mould!’ 

(i) What type of life had the king been leading ? Explain. 

(ii) How did the courtiers react to what the king said ? 

(iii) Why was the king sad now ? 

(iv) What has made the king weary ?                                                                                          

Question – 19. Red the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

               ‘Nay, I feel,’ replied King  Canute, ‘that my end is drawing near.’ 

                ‘Don’t say so,’ exclaimed the courtiers (striving each to squeeze a tear) 

                 ‘Sure your grace is strong and lusty, and may live this fifty year.’            

                 ‘Live this fifty years!’ the bishop roared, with action made to suit, 

                  ‘Are you mad, my good Lord Keeper, thus to speak of King Canute! 

                  Men have lived a thousand years, and sure his majesty will do’t’. 

                   ‘Did not once the Jewish captain stay the sun upon the hill, 

                   And, the while he slew the foemen, bid the silver moon stand still ? 

                   So, no doubt, could gracious Canute, if it were his sacred will.’                               

(i) What did the Lord Keeper say when the king said that his end was drawing near ? 

(ii) How did the Bishop react to what the Lord Keeper said ? 

(iii) What did the Jewish captain do ? 

(iv) How did the courtiers flatter the king ? 

(v) What advice did the king Canute give to his courtiers at the end of the poem ? 

Question – 20. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         In the first year of him that first 

                                        Was Emperor and King, 

                         A rider came to the Rose-red House, 

                                        The House of Pertab Singh. 

                         Young he was and an Englishman, 

                                        And a soldier, hilt and heel, 

                         And he struck fire in Pertab’s heart 

                                        As the steel strikes on steel. 

(i) Who came to the house of Pertab Singh ? 

(ii) Who were Pertab Singh and the Englishman ? 

(iii) How did they become friends ? 

(iv) How did they spend their time ? 

(v) Explain : 

            And he struck fire in Pertab’s heart          

                      As the steel strikes on steel. 

Question – 21. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         ‘God only knows,’ said Pertab Singh, 

                                         ‘That which I lose to-day : 

                           And without me no hand of man 

                                           Shall bear my friend away.’ 

                           Stately and slow and shoulder-high 

                                            In the sight of all Jodhpore 

                          The dead went down by the rose-red steps 

                                           Upheld my bearers four. 

                          When dawn relit the lamp of grief 

                                            Within the burning East 

                           There came a word to Pertab Singh, 

                                             The soft word of a priest. 

(i) What decision did the Maharaja take ? 

(ii) Who was the dead person and who was the fourth bearer ? 

(iii) what message was sent sent to the king ? 

(iv) Explain : 

                     ‘The dead went down by the rose-red steps 

                                              Upheld by bearers four.’

(v) Explain : 

                      ‘When dawn relit the lamp of grief 

                                              Within the burning East ‘ 

Question – 22. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                          ‘My caste ! Know thou there is a caste 

                                              Above my caste or thine, 

                           Brahmin and Rajput are but dust 

                                              To that immortal line : 

                           ‘Wide as the world, free as the air, 

                                                Pure as the pool of death – 

                             The caste of all Earth’s noble hearts 

                                                 Is the right soldier’s faith’. 

(i) What had the priest told the king in the earlier stanza ? 

(ii) What did the king tell the priest ? 

(iii) Explain : 

                       ‘Wide as the world, free as the air        

                                       Pure as the pool of death.’

(iv) What type of person was Pertab Singh ? 

Question – 23. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         But only a host phantom listeners           

                                        That dwelt in the lone house then 

                        Stood listening in the quiet of the moonlight 

                                         To that voice from the world of men : 

                        Stood thronging the faint moonbeams on the dark stair 

                                          That goes down to the empty hall, 

                        Hearkening in an air stirr’d and shaken 

                                           By the lonely Traveller’s call. 

(i) Who stood listening to the traveller’s call ? 

(ii) Explain : ‘that voice from the world of men’. 

(iii) Where did the listener stand ? 

(iv) Explain : 

                        ‘Hearkening in an air stirr’d and shaken 

                                     By the lonely traveller’s call’.

(v) How did the traveler feel in the lines that follow ? 

Question – 24. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         John Gilpin’s spouse said to her dear – 

                                      “Though wedded we have been 

                        These twice ten tedious years, yet we 

                                         No holiday have seen. 

                        “Tomorrow is our wedding-day, 

                                         And we will then repair 

                         Unto the Bell at Edmonton, 

                                          All in a chaise and pair.” 

(i) What complain did Mrs. Gilpin make to her husband ? 

(ii) Explain :  “And we will then repair  

                       Unto the Bell at Edmonton.” 

(iii) Give the meaning of : ‘All in a chaise and pair.’ 

(iv) How did John Gilpin react to his wife’s proposal ? 

(v) How was that plan to be executed ? 

**Question – 25. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                             Quoth Mrs. Gilpin, “That’s well said; 

                                              And, for that wine is dear, 

                              We will be furnish’d with our own , 

                                                Which is both bright and clear” 

                              John Gilpin kiss’d his loving wife; 

                                                  O’erjoyed was he to find 

                              That, though on pleasure she was bent, 

                                                   She had a frugal mind.                                                

(i) How did John Gilpin express his love for his wife ? 

(ii) Why was John Gilpin happy ? 

(iii) Explain : ‘She had a frugal mind.’ 

(iv) Why was the coach made to stay three doors away ? 

(v) Who were six precious souls ? 

Question – 26. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         “Stop, stop, John Gilpin! – Here’s the house” – 

                                          They all at once did cry; 

                          “The dinner waits, and we are tired.” 

                                          Said Gilpin, “So am I !”               

                            But yet his horse was not a whit 

                                           Inclined to tarry there; 

                           For why ? his owner had a house 

                                             Full ten miles off, at Ware. 

(i) Who asked John Gilpin to stop and why ? 

(ii) Who are ‘they’ in the second line ? What did they ask Gilpin ? 

 (iii) Why didn’t Gilpin stop as per the wish of the family ? 

(iv) Why was the horse not inclined to tarry there ? 

(v) At what distance did the owner of the horse stay ? 

Question – 27. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         “Whence straight he came, with hat and wig; 

                                       A wig that flow’d behind; 

                            A hat not much the worse for wear, 

                                       Each comely in its kind. 

                            He held them up, and in his turn,                        

                                        Thus show’d his ready wit: 

                            “My head is twice as big as yours, 

                                         They therefore needs must fit.”  

(i) Who gave the hat and wig to Gilpin ? 

(ii) Explain : “A hat not much the worse for wear, 

                              Each comely in its kind.” 

(iii) Who says : 

                 “ My head is twice as big as yours, 

                    They therefore needs much fit”. 

(iv) What did the Calender offer to do ? Why did he want him to stay for a while ? 

(v) What reason did Gilpin give for not staying for dinner ? 

Question – 28. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         “Stop thief! – stop thief! – a highwayman!” 

                                         Not one of them was mute;   

                         And all and each that pass’d that way 

                                         Did join in the pursuit.   

                        And now the turnpike gates again 

                                         Flew open in short space; 

                        The toll-men thinking, as before, 

                                         That Gilpin rode a race.               

(i) Explain : “And now the turnpike gates again                            

                                  Flew open in short space.”                                              

Question – 29. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         A man severe he was, and stern to view, 

                         I knew him well, and every truant knew; 

                         Well had the boding tremblers learned to trace 

                         The day’s disasters in his morning face; 

                         Full well they laughed, with counterfeited glee, 

                         At all his jokes, for many a joke had he: 

                         Full well the busy whisper, circling round, 

                         Conveyed the dismal tidings when he frowned. 

(i) Explain : 

             ‘A man severe he was, and stern to view.’ 

(ii) Who were the ‘boding tremblers’? Explain. 

(iii) What opinion do you form about the school master ? 

Question – 30. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         In arguing, too, the parson owned his skill, 

                         For, even though vanquished, he could argue still; 

                         While words of learned length and thundering sound 

                         Amazed the gazing rustics raged around; 

                         And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew  

                         That one small head could carry all he knew. 

(i) What is meant by ‘gazing rustics ranged around’? What amazed the rustics ?  

                            AN  ANTHOLOGY  OF  SHORT  STORIES                            

1. The Story – Teller. 

 Important:- Theme of the story and character of  ‘Bachelor’                                               

Question – 1. Did the bachelor succeed as a good story-teller ? Discuss. 

Question – 2. discuss the aunt’s reaction to the bachelor’s story. 

**Question – 3. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

               It was a hot afternoon, and the railway carriage was correspondingly sultry, and the next stop was at Temple-combe, nearly an hour ahead. The occupants of the carriage were a small girl, and a smaller girl and a small boy. An aunt belonging to the children occupied one corner seat and the further corner seat on the opposite side was occupied by a bachelor who was a stranger to their party, but the small girls and the small boy emphatically occupied the compartment. Both the aunt and children were conversational in a limited, persistent way reminding one of the attentions of a housefly that refused to be discouraged. Most of the aunt’s remarks seemed to begin with “Don’t” and nearly all of the children’s remarks began with “why?” The bachelor said nothing out loud.  

(i) Name the story from which this extract has been taken. Also name the author. 

(ii) Who were the occupants of the railway carriage ? Did they belong to one group ?  

(iii) Explain : ‘the small girls and the small boy emphatically occupied the compartment’.    

(iv) How do you come to know that a struggle was going on between the aunt and the children ? 

(v) What was Cyril doing ? What did the aunt say to him ? 

Question – 4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       In a low , confidential voice, interrupted at frequent intervals by loud, petulant questions from her listeners , she began an uninterprising and deplorably uninteresting story about a little girl who was good, and made friends with everyone on account of her goodness , and was finally saved from a mad bull by a number of rescuers who admired her moral character. 

                        “Wouldn’t they have saved her if she hadn’t been good ?” demanded the bigger of the small girls. It was exactly the question that the bachelor had wanted to ask. 

                          “Well, yes,” admitted the aunt lamely, “but I don’t think they would have run quite so fast to her help if they had not liked her so much.” 

                            “It’s the stupidest story I have ever heard,” said the bigger of the small girls, with immense conviction.  

(i) Who is the story-teller here ? Why did the story-teller speak to a low, confidential voice ? 

(ii) What was the story about ? 

(iii) Who interrupted the aunt’s story ? How did they interrupt her ? Why ?

(iv) Why was the girl saved from a mad bull ? 

(v) What question did one of the girls ask ? 

Question – 5. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       Up mounted David. He did not even look back at the fountain. He did not know that wealth, love and death, passed by him all in the brief hour since he lay down to sleep. Sleeping or walking we do not hear the airy footsteps of the strange things that almost happen. It is remarkable how unexpected things thrust themselves across our path, still there is regularity enough in human life.  

(i) Who was David ? Where was he going ? 

(ii) How did love pass by him ? 

(iii) How did wealth pass by him ? 

(iv) How did death pass by him ? 

(v) Explain : 

          “How unexpected things thrust themselves across our path, still there is regularity enough in human life”. 

Question – 6. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       He always arrived in time to catch the cinema crowd coming out after the evening show. A pretender to the throne, a young scraggy fellow sat on his spot until he arrived and did business, but our friend did not let that unduly bother him. In fact he felt generous enough to say , ‘Let the poor rat do his business when I am not there.’ This sentiment was amply respected and the pretender moved off a minute before the arrival of the prince among caterers. 

                         His customers liked him. They said in admiration: ‘Is there another place where you can get coffee for six pies and four chappatis for an anna ?’ They sat around his tray, taking what they wanted. A dozen hands hovered about it every minute, because his customers were entitled to pick up, examine and accept their stuff after proper scrutiny. 

(i) Who is ‘he’ in the first line of the passage ? Why did he arrive in time ? 

(ii) Who was a ‘pretender to the throne’ ? Why is he called a pretender to the throne ?  (iii) How did Rama react to the scraggy fellow’s presence on the spot ? 

(iv) What kind of respect was shown to Rama by the young scraggy fellow ? 

(v) Who was called the prince among caterers ? Why ? 

(vi) How did the customers admire him ? 

Question – 7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                       All the coppers that men and women of this part of the universe earned through their miscellaneous jobs ultimately came to him at the end of the day. He put all this money into a little cloth bag, dangling from his neck under his shirt, and carried it home, soon after the night show started in the theatre and when he had satisfied that all his patrons had carried something inside to munch. 

                      He lived in the second lane behind the market. His wife opened the door, throwing into the night air the scent of burnt oil which perpetually hung about their home. She snatched from his hands all his encumbrances, put her hand under his shirt to pull out his cloth bag, and counted the cash immediately. They gloated over it. ‘Five rupees invested in the morning has brought us another five …..’ They ruminated on the exquisite mystery of this multiplication.

(i) Who were the men and women referred to by the author ? What did they do with their earnings ? 

(ii) Where did Rama keep all his money ? 

(iii) When did Rama go home ? 

(iv) Where did he live ? How was he received by his wife ? 

(v) How did the husband and the wife express their feelings at the end of the day ? 

Question – 8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                      Rama’s life could probably be considered a most satisfactory one, without agitation or heart-burn of any kind. Why could it not go on for ever endlessly, till the universe itself cooled off and perished, when by any standard he could be proved to have led a life of pure effort ? No one was heart by his activity and money-making, and not many people could be said to have died of taking his stuff; there were no more casualties through his catering than, say, through the indifferent municipal administration. 

                    But such security is unattainable in human life . The gods grow jealous of too much contentment anywhere and they show their displeasure all of a sudden. One night, when he arrived as usual at his spot, he found a babbling crowd at the corner where he normally sat. He said authoritatively, ‘Leave way, please’. But no one cared. It was the young shop-boy of the stationer’s that plucked his sleeve and said. ‘They have been fighting over something since the evening…’ 

(i) How did Rama lead his life ? 

(ii) Why is security in human life unattainable ? 

(iii) What happened one night ? 

(iv) What did the young shop-boy of the stationer’s tell Rama ? 

(v) name the story from which this extract has been taken. Also name the author.

Question – 9. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                 Nowadays Rama prepared very much less stock each day, but even then he carried home a lot of remnants. He consumed some of these at home, and the rest, on his wife’s advice, he warmed up and brought out for sale again next day. One or two who tasted the stuff retched and spread the rumour that Rama’s quality was not what it used to be. One night, when he went home with just two annas in his bag, he sat up on the pyol and announced to his wife, ‘I believe our business is finished. Let us not think of it any more’. 

               He put away his pans and trays and his lamp, and prepared himself for a life of retirement. When all his savings were exhausted he went to one Restaurant Kohinoor from which loud-speakers shrieked all day, and queued up for a job. 

(i) Why did Rama prepare less stock of eatables nowadays ? 

(ii) What did he do with the remnants ?

(iii) What rumour was spread about the quality of his eatables ? 

(iv) What did he tell his wife one night ? 

(v) What did he do when all his savings were exhausted ? 

Question – 10. What truth does the story ‘At Home’ reveal about father-son relationship ? 

Question – 11. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                        Children were unmercifully flogged, and expelled from school, and their lives were blighted, although not one of the teachers nor fathers knew exactly what constituted the harm and offence of smoking.  Even very intelligent people did not hesitate to combat the vice they did not understand. Bikovsky called to mind the principal of his school, a highly educated, good-natured old man, who was so shocked when he caught a scholar with a cigarette that he would turn pale and immediately summon a special meeting of the school board and sentence the offender to expulsion. No doubt that is one of the laws of society – the less an evil is understood the more bitterly and harshly is it attacked. 

(i) What punishments were given to the students who smoked at school in the past ? 

(ii) What did Bikovsky think about the Principal of his school ? 

(iii) What was Bikovsky’s opinion about punishment in many cases ? 

(iv) How did the punishment given to the students for smoking affect their lives ? 

(v) Name the story from which this extract has been taken. Also name the author.   

Question – 12. In ‘The Portrait of a Lady’ grandmother is portrayed as a very religious woman. Discuss. 

Question – 13. The grandmother herself was not formally educated, but was serious about the author’s education. How does the story support this ? 

Question – 14. How did the grandmother receive the author when he returned from abroad? 

Question – 15. Discus the friendship between the author and his grandmother.  

Question – 16. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

            My grandmother always went to school with me because the school was attached to the temple. The priest taught us the alphabet and the morning prayer. While the children sat in rows on either side of the verandah singing the alphabet or the prayer in a chorus, my grandmother sat inside reading the scriptures. When we had both finished, we would walk back together. This time the village dogs would meet us at the temple door. They followed us to our home growling and fighting with each other for chapattis we threw to them. 

           When my parents comfortably settled in the city, they sent for us. That was a turning-point in our friendship. Although we shared the same room, my grandmother no longer came to school with me. I used to go to an English school in a motor bus. There were no dogs in the streets and she took to feeding sparrows in the courtyard of our city house. 

(i) Why did the grandmother go to school with the author ?

(ii) What did the priest teach the children ? 

(iii) What did the author and the grandmother do while coming back from the school ? 

(iv) What was the turning-point in their friendship ? Why ?  

(v) How did the grandmother react when she came to know that he was given music lesson ? 

Question – 17. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                         I had first to go to the house of a Poor Law Guardian, for a ticket to show we couldn’t pay. Then I went down to the dispensary, which was in a deep hollow beyond the school. After that I had to go back to ready the house for the doctor. I had to go back have a basin of water and soap and a clean towel laid out for him, and I had to get the dinner, too. 

                        It was after dinner when he called. He was a fat, loud voiced man and, like all the drunks of the medical profession, supposed to be “the cleverest doctor in Cork, if only he’d mind himself.” He hadn’t been minding himself much that morning it seemed. 

                        “How are you going to get this now ?” he grumbled, sitting on the bed with the prescription pad on his knee. ”The only place open is the North Dispensary.      

(i) Why had the boy to go to the Poor Law Guardian ? 

(ii) Where was the dispensary located ? 

(iii) Why had the boy to go back to his house after visiting the dispensary ? 

(iv) When did the doctor visit his house ? How did the doctor look like ? 

(v) What advice does the doctor give the boy about looking after his mother ? 

Question – 18. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                        She waited until my bottle was thrust out, and then she accompanied me as far as the steps leading down to the brewery. On the way, I bought a pennyworth of sweets, and we sat on the other steps, beside the infirmary, to eat them. It was nice there, with the spire of Shandon in shadow behind us, the young trees overhanging the high walls, and the sun, when it came out in great golden blasts, throwing out linked shadows on the road.                                                                                                                            

                “Give us a taste of your bottle, little boy”, she said. 

                 “Why” ? I asked. “Can you taste your own?” 

                 “Mine is awful,” she said. “Tonic is awful to taste. You can try it if you like.” 

                  I took a taste of it and hastily spat out. She was right; it was awful. After that, I couldn’t do less than let her taste mine. 

                  “That’s grand,” she said enthusiastically, after taking a swing from it. “Cough bottles are nearly always grand. Try it, can’t you?” 

                   I did, and saw she was right about that, too. It was very sweet and sticky. 

(i) Who is the narrator ? Who is ‘she’ in the first line of the extract ? 

(ii) What did the boy do on the way ? 

(iii) What did the girl ask the little boy ? 

(iv) How did the boy reactto her request ? 

(v) What excuse did the little girl tell Sullivan to make regarding the empty bottle ? 

Question – 19. How does the author of ‘The Lost Child’ describe excitement in the young boy in the first part of the story and his anxiety in the second part ? 

Question – 20. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

                        ‘I want that toy,’ he pleaded. 

                          His father looked at him red-eyed in his familiar tyrant’s way. His mother, melted by the free spirit of the day, was tender, and giving him her finger to catch, said : 

                          ‘Look, child, what is before you.’ 

                            The faint disgust of the child’s unfulfilled desire had hardly been quelled in the heavy, pouting sob of a breath, ‘M-o-th-e-r’, when the pleasure of what was before him filled his eager eyes. They had left the dusty road on which they had walked so far to wend its weary way circuitously to the north, and had entered a footpath in a field.                                                                   

(i) Who is ‘I’ in the first line ? What does he plead for ? 

(ii) Why did the child have to plead for the toy ? 

(iii) How did his father respond to his pleading ? 

(iv) How did his mother try to divert his attention ? 

(v) What finally diverted the child’s attention ? 

Question – 21. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :  

             A man stood holding a pole with yellow, red, green and purple balloons flying from it. The child was simply carried away by the rainbow glory of their silken colours, and he was possessed by an overwhelming desire to possess them all. But he well knew his parents would never buy him the balloons, because they would say he was too old to play with such toys. So he walked on farther. 

              A juggler stood playing a flute to a snake which coiled itself in a basket, its head raised in a graceful bend like the neck of a swan, while the music stole into its invisible ears like the gentle rippling of a miniature water-fall. The child went towards the juggler. But knowing his parents had forbidden him to hear such coarse music as the jugglers play, he proceeded farther. 

(i) What was hanging from the man’s pole ? 

(ii) What attracted the child to the balloon seller ? 

(iii) Why did the child move away from the balloon-seller ?  

(iv) What was the juggler doing ? 

(v) What had the parents forbidden the child ? 

Question – 22. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

               There was a roundabout in full swing. Men, women and children, carried in a whirling motion, shrieked and cried with dizzy laughter. The child watched them intently going round and round, a pink blush of a smile on his face, his eyes rippling with the same movement, his lips half parted in amaze, till he felt he himself was being carried round. The ring seemed to go fiercely at first, then gradually it began to move less fast. Presently, the child, rapt, his finger in his mouth, beheld it stop. This time, before his over-powering love of his anticipitated sensation of movement had been chilled by the fact of his parent’s eternal denial, he made a bold request : ‘I want to go on the roundabout, please, father, mother.’ 

                There was no reply. He turned to look at his parents. They were not there, ahead of him. He turned to look on the side . They were not there. He looked behind. There was no sign of them. 

(i) What did the child watch with great interest ? 

(ii) How did the child get the courage to make a bold request. 

(iii) Why did the child receive no reply to his request ? 

(iv) How did the child feel when he did not find his parents anywhere ? 

(v) Name the story from which the extract has been taken. Also name the author. 

Question – 23. “Love and kindness can reform a thief or a criminal.” Discuss this statement with reference to the story ‘The Thief’. 

Question – 24. The story ‘The Thief’ is an indepth study of human psyche. Discuss.  

Question – 25. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

              One evening he came home with a wad of notes, and at night I saw him tuck the bundle under his mattress, at the head of the bed. 

             I had been working for Arun for nearly a fortnight and, apart from the shopping, hadn’t done much to exploit him I had every opportunity for doing so. I had a key to the front door, which meant I had access to the room whenever Arun was out. He was the most trusting person I had ever met. And that was why I couldn’t make up my mind to rob him. 

              It’s easy to rob a greedy man, because he deserves to be robbed; it’s easy to rob a rich man, because he can afford to be robbed; but it’s difficult to rob a poor man, even one who really doesn’t care if he’s robbed. A rich man or a greedy man or a careful man wouldn’t keep his money under a pillow or mattress, he’d lock it up in a safe place. Arun had put his money where it would be a child’s play for me to remove it without his knowledge. 

(i) What was Arun’s financial position ? 

(ii) Where did Arun keep his money ? 

(iii) Why did the narrator (thief) think that Arun was the most trusting person he had ever met ? 

(iv) Why is it easy to rob a greedy man ? 

(v) Why did the narrator think that it was a child’s play to rob Arun ?  

Question – 26. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

              They walked through a new capita, alien and from a far country, yes, although their own lands were only a few hundred miles perhaps from this very street upon which they now walked. But to them it was very far. Their eyes were the eyes of those who who have been taken suddenly and by some unaccountable force from the world they have always known and always thought safe until this time. They who had been accustomed only to country roads and fields, walked now along the proud street of the new capital, their feet treading upon the new concrete sidewalk, and although the street was full of things they had never seen before, so that there were even automobiles and such things of which they had never even heard, still they looked at nothing, but passed as in a dream, seeing nothing. 

(i) Who are ‘they’ in the first line ? Why were they alien to the new capital ? 

(ii) Where had they come from ? 

(iii) What expression did their eyes bear ? 

(iv) Where did they walk ? 

(v) Why did they pass as in a dream, seeing nothing ? 

Question – 27. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

             There were several hundred of them passing at this moment. If they did not look at anything nor at anyone, neither did any look at them. The city was full of refugees, many thousands of them, fed after a fashion, clothed somehow, sheltered in mats in great camps outside the city wall. At any hour of the day lines of ragged men and women and a few children could be seen making their way towards the camps, and if any city dweller noticed them it was to think with increased bitterness : 

‘More refugees – will there never be an end to them ? We will all starve trying to feed them even a little !’ 

(i) Who did not look at anything ? Why did they do so ? 

(ii) Why didn’t anyone look at them ? 

(iii) Who were the refugees ? Why did they leave their village ? 

(iv) How had the refugees been treated in the city ? 

(v) How did the city dwellers react to the arrival of the refugees in the city ? 

Question – 28. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

             This bitterness, which is the bitterness of fear, made small shopkeepers bawl out rudely to the many beggars who came hourly to beg at the doors, and it made men ruthless in paying small fares to the rickshaw-pullers, of which there were ten times as many as could be used, because the refugees were trying to earn something thus. Even the usual pullers of rickshaws who followed this as their profession cursed the refugees because, being starving, they would pull for anything given them, and so fares were low for all, and all suffered. With the city full of refugees, then, begging at every door, swarming into every unskilled trade and service, lying dead on the streets at every frozen dawn, why should one look at this fresh horde coming in now at twilight of a winter’s day ? 

(i) Why was the city dwellers full of bitterness against the refugees ?   

(ii) What was the real cause of bitterness against the refugees ? 

(iii) How did the shopkeepers behave with the beggars ? 

(iv) Why did men pay small fares to the rickshaw pullers ? 

(v) Why did the usual rickshaw-pullers curse the refugees ? 

Question – 29. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

              Suddenly he could go no more. He set his burden down with great gentleness and sank upon the ground, his head sunk between his knees, his eyes closed, panting desperately. Starved as he was, a little blood rose in dark patches on his cheeks. A ragged vendor selling hot noodles set his stand near, and shouted his trade cry, and the light from the stand fell on the old man’s drooping figure. A man passing stopped and muttered, looking at him : 

           ‘I swear I can give no more this day if I am to feed my own even nothing but noodles – but here is this old man. Well, I will give him the bit of silver I earned today against tomorrow and trust to tomorrow again. If my own old father had been alive I would have given it to him. 

(i) Who is ‘he’ in the first line ? Why could he go no more ? 

(ii) What was his physical condition ? 

(iii) Who was selling hot noodles ? What did he do to attract the customers ? 

(iv) What did the passer-by say ? 

(v) How much money did the passer-by give to the old man ? 

Question – 30. Comment on the title of the story ‘The Conjurer’s Revenge’. 

Question – 31. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

             There was a general buzz of stupefaction till the Quick Man was heard to whisper, ‘He-must-have-had-another-lot-up-his-sleeve.’ 

              Again everybody nodded and whispered, ‘The-rings-were-up-his-sleeve.’ 

              The brow of the conjurer was clouded with a gathering frown. ‘I will now,’ he continued, ‘show you a most amusing trick by which I am enabled to take any number of eggs from a hat. Will some gentleman kindly lend me his hat ? Ah, thank you-Presto!’ 

            He extracted seventeen eggs, and for thirty-five seconds the audience began to think that he was wonderful. Then the Quick Man whispered along the front bench, ‘He-has-a-hen-up-his-sleeve,’ and all the people whispered it on. ‘He-has-a-lot-of-hens-up-his-sleeve.’ 

                The egg trick was ruined. 

(i) Why was there a general buzz of stupefaction ? 

(ii) How did the Quick Man react ? What did he whisper ? How did the audience respond to the Quick Man’s whisper ? 

(iii) How did the conjurer react to the Quick Man’s remark ? Why was the conjurer’s brow clouded with a gathering frown ? 

(iv) What was the egg trick ? What remark did the Quick man make ? How was the egg trick received ? 

(v) What was the first trick that the conjurer performed ? 

Question – 32. How does the author expose the pretentions of the lady in the story ‘The Luncheon’? 

Question – 33. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

              It was twenty years ago and I was living in Paris. I had a tiny apartment in the Latin quarter overlooking cementery and I was earning barely enough money to keep body and soul together. She had read a book of mine and had written to me about it. I answered, thanking her, and presently I received from her another letter saying that she was passing through Paris and would like to have chat with me; but her time was limited and the only free moment she had was on the following Thursday; she was spending the morning at the Luxembourg and would I give her a little luncheon at Foyot’s afterwards ? 

(i) Who is ‘I’ in the first line ? Where was he living then ? What was his financial condition ? 

(ii) Who had written a letter to the writer ? What reply did the writer give ? 

(iii) What did she write in her second letter to the writer ? 

(iv) What did she propose to him ? 

(v) Name the story from which this extract has been taken. Also name the author. 

Question – 34. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

             Foyot’s is a restaurant at which the French senators eat, and it was so far beyond my means that I had never even thought of going there. But I was flattered, and I was too young to have learned to say no to a woman. (Few men, I may add, learn this until they are too old to make it of any consequences to a woman what they say.) I had eighty francs (gold francs) to last me the rest of the month, and a modest luncheon should not cost more than fifteen. If I cut out coffee for the next two weeks I could manage well enough. 

(i) Where was the lunch arranged ? On whose request was the lunch arranged ? 

(ii) Why had the author not thought of going to Foyot’s restaurant ? 

(iii) Why was the author flattered ? Why couldn’t he say no to the woman’s proposal ? 

(iv) What was the financial condition of the writer at that time ? 

(v) Why did the writer think that he would be able to visit Foyot’s ? 

Question – 35. How does the story reveal that Jimmy is a kind man ? 

Question – 36. There is a string in the tail of the story ‘Jimmy Valentine’. Discuss. 

Question – 37. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

              I want you to be at Sullivan’s place, in Little Rock, next Wednesday night at nine o’clock. I want you to wind up some little matters for me. And, also, I want, to make you a present of my kit of tools. I know you’ll be glad to get them – you couldn’t duplicate the lot for a thousand dollars. Say, Billy, I’ve quit the old business – a year ago. I’ve got a nice store. I’m making an honest living, and I’m going to marry the finest girl on earth two weeks from now. It’s the only life, Billy – the straight one. I wouldn’t touch a dollar of another man’s money now for a million. After I get married I’m going to sell out and go West, where there won’t be so much danger of having old scores brought up against me. I tell you, Billy, she’s an angel. She believe in me, and I wouldn’t do another crooked thing for the whole world. Be sure to be at Sully’s, for I must see you. I’ll bring along the tools with me. 

(i) Name the story from which this extract has been taken. Also name the author. Explain the context.  

(ii) What does Jimmy want his friend to do for him ? 

(iii) Explain : ‘kit of tools’. Why did he want to make present of this kit to his friend ?  

(iv) What was Jimmy’s old business ? Why did he give it up ? 

(v) What does Jimmy plan to do after getting married to a nice girl ? 

Question – 38. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 

              ‘Yes, so I heard. Anything else?’ 

               ‘Prize poem’, said Smith, without enthusiasm. He was not a poet. 

                Reynolds became interested at once. If there was one role in which he fancied himself (and, indeed, there were a good many), it was that of a versifier. His great ambition was to see some of his lines in print, and he had contracted the habit of sending them up to various periodicals, with no result, so far, except the arrival of rejected MSS at meal-times in embarrassingly long envelopes which he blushingly concealed with all possible speed. 

               ‘What’s the subject this year ?’ he asked. 

               ‘The College- of all idiotic things.’                  

(i) Who were the persons talking to each other ? 

(ii) Who was Reynolds ? What was he interested in ? 

(iii) What was Reynolds’ great ambition ? 

(iv) What habit had Reynolds contracted ? What happened to his verses ? 

(v) Why did Reynolds feel embarrassed ?                                                                                
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